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School and University Partnership for Peer Communities of learners (SUP4PCL)

Project number: 573660-EPP-1-2016-1-EG-EPPKA2-CBHE-JP (2016-2516/001-001)

Transforming Research and Practice Towards High Quality Educators and Leaders 

Conference Concept Note
On the occasion of the finalization of ‘The School University Partnership for Peer Communities of Learners (SUP4PCL)’ the Erasmus+ funded project, The Middle East Institute for Higher Education (MEIHE) at the Graduate School of Education (GSE) organizing a conference entitled Transforming Research and Practice towards High Quality Educators and Leaders.   The conference will take place at the American University in Cairo from the 24th to the 26th of March, 2020 at the Moataz al Alfi Hall.  
Objectives:
The purpose of the conference is to:
· Present the results of the project and the partnership to a broader audience.
· Disseminate the outcomes in research form.
·  Advocate for school university partnerships as a reform approach.
·  Empower teachers to present their research as professionals contributing to knowledge creation.
· Elevate the status of teachers.
· Engage student voice.
· Engage policy makers at different levels for a policy dialogue towards sustainability.
· Network among institutions and researchers.
· Generate further research on teacher professional development and Professional Development schools.
Participants:
The participants will range from 250-300 comprising of the following categories:
· Egyptian Faculties of Education from EU projects
· Egyptian Faculties of Education from the  Action Research for All Schools ARAS Network
· Ministry of Education and Technical Education
· Professional Academy for teachers
·  Ministry of Higher Education
· Specialized centers
· Research centers
· National Agency for  Quality Assurance and Accreditation in Education NAQAAE
· European Universities
· American Universities
· School teachers
· Regional bodies
· UN agencies working on educational related topics
· NGOs  engaged with education
· Private sector
· Bilateral organizations
· Policy makers
· Media
Organization of Sessions:
The first day of the conference will set the tone and discuss the project results and present the supportive research and evidence.   The second day of the conference will show case a major impact of the project with teachers presenting their school based research as a result of mentorship, reflection and participating in peer communities of learners.  The third day will engage policy makers in a discussion around the way forward and the need to sustain the positive results of the project.
The sessions will be held in panel form each with a particular theme that will highlight the specific university case studies being presented.  Moreover the panel discussants will represent the twinning of Egyptian and European institutions established through the project.  The panels will in addition highlight the school case studies within the partnership. 
The following table represents the agenda with the time allocated to each panel.  The actual presenters will be determined internally by each team.  Each panel should have a maximum of six presenters with a total of one hour and discussion for 30 minutes.
Day 1: Tuesday 24th of March, 2020
Venue:   Moataz El Alfi, AUC
	Time
	Activity

	9:00 – 10:00 am
	Session One: Opening and Greetings

	10:00 – 10:30 am
	Session Two: Overview of School-University Partnership for Peer Communities of Learners

	10:30 – 12:00 pm
	Session Three: Panel 1: Reform and Professional Development Schools (AUC & ULEIC)

	12:00 - 12:30 pm
	Coffee Break

	12:30 - 14:00
	Session Four: Panel 2: Peer Communities of Learners and Mentorship (ANSU & UL)

	14:00 – 15:30
	Session Five: Panel 3: Reflection, Mentorship and Qualitative Research (AU & UoN)

	15:30 - 16:00 pm
	Lunch Break

	16:00 – 17:30
	Session Six: Panel 4: The Use of Technology in PCLs (HU & MLU)

	17:30 – 18:00
	Session Seven: Wrap Up



Day 2: Wednesday 25th of March, 2020
Venue:   Moataz El Alfi, AUC
	Time

	Activity

	9:30 – 10:30 am
	Session One: Greetings and Setting the Stage 

	10:30 – 12:00 pm
	Session Two: Teachers’ Voice on Student Empowerment 

	12:00 pm - 12:30 pm
	Coffee Break

	12:30 pm- 14:00
	Session Three: Teachers’ Voice on their Professional Development 

	14:00 – 15:30
	Session Four: Teachers’ Voice on the Integration of Subjects and Skills

	15:30 - 16:00 
	Lunch Break

	16:00 – 16:20
	Session Five: Teacher as Agent of Change 

	16:20 – 16:30
	Session Six: Wrap Up



Day 3: Wednesday 25th of March, 2020
Venue:   Moataz El Alfi, AUC
	Time

	Activity

	12:00 – 14:00
	Session One: Policy Dialogue and Way Forward

	14:00 - 15:00 
	Lunch 
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