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Dear Friends and Colleagues

Greetings. Hope you are continuing to be well. Our European partners had expressed their disappointment in the
cancellation of the conference and showed a willingness to negotiate the possibility of postponing it with the EACEA
officer in charge of our project in Brussels. Martin Linder took the lead on this initiative and indeed had a telephone
conversation with the said officer who showed understanding. The result of the conversation left us with three
options:

1. To abide by the cancellation and bring the project to closure on the agreed time of April 14. This seemed the most
reasonable way to go according to EACEA. AUC was also able to negotiate with EACEA to use some of the funds
allocated to the conference for the shipping and transportation of the case studies produced and also to outsource
and hire an external evaluator of our project provided he or she is not a member of the partnership consortium.

2. To abide by the first option yet declare that we will do the conference through alternative funding when the world is
in a better position vis a vis COVID-19. This will be put in the final report and will entail us collectively seeking funds.
We already have a show of interest to go ahead with this nationally from our Minister of Higher Education.

3. To suspend and freeze the closure of the project to September when we could try to do the conference.

A few of us had a zoom conversation and decided together that the wisest decision was to take the second option as
we are living through very uncertain times and the European partners were not sure they could manage to organize
travel that soon. We at AUC were also quite uncertain to be able to pull together the reorganization of the
conference that soon. | hope you will all agree and understand the situation.

We are determined to seek funding and hold the conference some time in the next academic year when our world will
be a safer place. This will continue to keep us connected and look forward to being together again.

Warm regards
Malak

Malak Zaalouk
Professor of Practice
Founding Director
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Visit our project's website:
http://sup4pcl.aucegypt.edu/
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